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Restaurant
Fundraiser
A McShock
For Official
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he Big Mac Mement,

1t it the Big .
It happeued Thursday about o balf-

hour itp 2 rowtine Monigomery:

County Council committe meeting on:

food markeling in the shool system.
Ameena Batada, co-auth of a teport
by the Center for Science in the Public
Interest, was briefing wuncil mem-
bers.

“And at the McTeaher's Night,
teachers actually go andwork bebind
the register,” she said."So students
can see their teachers bind the cash
registers ut McDonald’s!

Councit member Geoge L. Leven-
that (D-At Latge) intetripted her, dis-
belief in his vaice.

“feachers are enlistel by McDon
ald’s to work behind thecush register
at McDonald's, and stulents ate re-
cruited to go to MeDonad’s that night
to see their teacher dishiig out the Big
Macs?” he asked with heror, “T never.
heard of that”

Abaut 20 minutes lapr, Leventhal
spoke up- again. “The McDonald's
thing really bothers me:lot,” he said,.
his sentimeit partly fuged by a con
cem about childhood obisity. “T mean,
1 don't know if we'd haw a fundraiser.
at the local c'lgarette stop.”

Schools receive a perentage of the
sales from McTeacher's fights.

Sue Amick, presidentof the PTA of
Cedar Grove Elementayy School, one:
of a handfu! of the Mongomery cam-
puses that have helc McTeacher
events, said she share Leventhal’s
‘worries ahout childhooé obesity. But
she said she doesn’t thing such events
are the problem.

"Oﬂ'etu\g one night 4 a restaurant
is not “going to cause | child to he
ohese,” she said,

Council President Mchael Knapp

(DUpcounty), who wa ulso at the
hearing, was unfaze, He said
McTeacher’s Nights haw been held at
his daughters’ schools. s just a fun
night out,” he said.
* McDonald’s officials aid in an &
mail: “Through our lungstanding affit-
jation with educators, jicluding the
Maryland State Departnent of Educa-
tion and Montgomery County Public
Schools, we have develged and sup-
ported local initiatives tiat recognize
academic achievement and support the:
well-being of children. “or example,
Mcfeacher's Night brings educators,
students, parents, and frinds together
ta raise money for a designated school
related cause.”

Kaie Harrison, a spoleswoman for
the Montggorieery schoof system, saic it
is ap to PTAs to decide aout fiundrais-
ing events. “We're not going to get in
the business of telling.our parents
where they can cat,” shesid.



